
July 10, 2020 

To TPS Families and the Toledo Community: 

We have been preparing for the 2020-2021 school year for months. After Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine released his guidelines late last week, we were able to finalize parts of the 
district’s plan. We thank the members of the Board of Education for their continued 
support, guidance and input as we work to develop the best possible reopening plan 
that ultimately meets the needs of students. The Board’s intention is to balance the 
educational needs of our students and the health of our community, including TPS staff 
members and families. 

The governor’s plan starts with key guiding principles. These are similar to what we 
used when building the district’s plan: 

• Plans must be flexible; schools must be able to operate in various modes at 
different times 

• If operating in school buildings, they must adhere to state and local health 
guidelines 

• Caring for students and adults – especially the most vulnerable –  is a top priority 
• Prioritizing student learning 
• Operating efficiently, effectively, and responsibly 

With those principles in mind, Toledo Public Schools will open for the upcoming school 
year on an A-B schedule. That means: 

• Students will be divided into two groups – an A Group and a B Group 
• These groups will then attend school on different days of the week, thus limiting 

the number of people/students in a school at one time 
• The A Group will go to school on Mondays and Thursdays, while the B Group will 

go to school on Tuesdays and Fridays 
• All schools will be closed on Wednesdays for a deep cleaning; students will be 

expected to complete assignments provided by their teachers on the days they 
do not physically attend school 

The new TPS Virtual School, for grades K-12, is still an option for students and will offer 
all online classes taught by TPS teachers. The benefits of this school: 

• There will be no need for a student to leave home to go to school; state licensed 
and credentialed educators will teach live each day and children will have access 
to all TPS learning resources 

• The district will provide computers and reliable WiFi for students who enroll in 
this virtual option 

• Students who attend this school will be eligible for school sports and 
extracurricular activities 

• Eligible students can pick up free breakfast and lunches for the week 



• Students must be enrolled for the entire semester 

Visit the Back to School section at www.tps.org for more information about enrolling in 
the online program. 

There is also a possibility that the first days of school for students could move from the 
current August start dates. (There is no change in the staff return dates). Toledo Public 
Schools will communicate definite start dates for students as soon as they have been 
determined. 

One important comment from the governor that we all need to keep in mind: the 
precautionary steps that school districts across Ohio are taking will definitely help to 
protect students and staff members from COVID-19, but these efforts will not mitigate 
the pandemic. 

With that in mind, here is an overview of the other items from the TPS reopening plan: 

Cleaning and disinfecting schools, classrooms and offices will be key 

• Thoroughly clean and sanitize school environment to limit spread on shared 
surfaces 

• Avoid shared materials between students 
• Clean surfaces frequently 

Hand Washing and Sanitization – Student Focus 

• Wash and sanitize hands to prevent spread 
• Frequent handwashing for at least 20 seconds 
• Before eating 
• After eating 
• After visiting the restroom 
• Supplement with hand sanitizer 
• Train all students and staff in proper procedures 

Practice social distancing 

• At least six feet between people 
• Classrooms will be rearranged to help with social distancing 
• Limit visitors 
• Eliminate field trips 

Administrators from Toledo Public Schools will be monitoring students and staff 
members for symptoms of COVID-19 

 



• Students and staff members with symptoms should stay home from work/school 
and immediately contact their healthcare provider 

• Students who show symptoms once at school will be placed in a quarantine area 
in the nurse’s office until a parent/guardian arrives; those symptoms include: 

o Fever or chills 
o Cough 
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
o Fatigue 
o Muscle or body aches 
o Headache 
o Loss of taste or smell 
o Sore throat 
o Congestion or runny nose 
o Nausea or vomiting 

There are still several important points about the TPS plan for reopening schools that 
need to be confirmed, including wearing face coverings, transportation, athletics and 
school safety. Updates will be shared on these items as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

 

Jim Gant, Deputy Superintendent  

 


